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What LLMs Can't Do

🧠  THE BIG IDEA

A word person, not a calculator — and definitely not a search engine. Brilliant with
language, shaky with precision.

⚙️  HOW  IT  WORKS

Exact math it predicts what a sum looks like — it doesn’t calculate.

Counting & real-time it sees tokens, not letters; knowledge is frozen at cutoff.

Novel reasoning dazzling on the familiar, weaker on the truly new.

🌍  IN THE WILD

Nails the essay, fumbles the sum. Modern
apps bolt on tools (calculator, web search) to
cover the gaps.

⚠️  WATCH OUT

Confident ≠ correct — its certainty is a writing
style. The more it matters, the more you
verify.

👉  REMEMBER Know its blind spots, and it gets far more useful.

LLMs Demystified — a companion cheat sheet. Yours to keep.


